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The Transformation of Economic Cooperation Policy in the 1970s and
National Memories Surrounding ‘the Heart of Nations’

ASANO Toyvomzi

This paper is an empirical study of the dynamics of the development of an interna-
tional economic cooperation program in Japan around 1970. It reveals the historical struc-
ture that gave rise to the disagreement over historical issues between Japan on the one
hand, and China and Korea on the other. In order to “connect the heart of the Japanese
people with the hearts of the people of Asia,” the attempt to expand economic cooperation
programs, which was initiated by the LDP, could be regarded as an attempt to expand the
national consensus built across the divide between rural and urban society in Japan into the
diplomatic field by proposing Japan as a model for Asia, together with the three non-nuclear
principles. The LDP even planned to have representatives from labor unions in the national
board of Economic Cooperation Council in order to restore the bonds of the heart by exert-
ing control over the activities of Japan based multinational corporations. However, despite the fact
that the Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had agreed to this plan,
it was not realized, and the plan to establish an Economic Cooperation Agency that would
span multiple ministries also failed. The failure of this plan can be said to have been the
potential cause of the emergence of historical issues after the relaxation of totalitarian control
in China and Korea. Historical issues become driving forces for democratization by linking
values of human rights to national memory in a society where the “wealth” as the universal
value in 1970s Asia had suppressed people’s hearts through economic development.

The Pacific War from the Perspective of Solomon Islanders:
Characteristics and Multilayers of Memories of the War
in Historical and Ethnographical Sources

Fujir Shinicht

This paper analyses Solomon Islanders’ memories of the Pacific War. How has the
memory of the war been recalled in the Solomon Islands? How has the memory of the war
acted on the construction of the ‘national history’ of the Solomon Islands? How do the relics
of the war evoke memories in the Solomon Islands today?

The experiences of those involved in the war as scouts, coastwatchers and the Solo-
mon Islands Labour Coup have been told in public and documented by historians and anthro-
pologists. These stories have shaped a common memory of the Pacific War as ‘a war brought
by outsiders’. At the same time, memories such as those of the evacuation experienced by
many Solomon Islanders have been discarded from the national history.

Today, relics of the Pacific War are also an important medium of public memory of
the war in the Solomon Islands. They evoke both positive images and negative emotions. On
the one hand, they are materials which bring economic benefits as tourism resources. On the
other hand, such things as unexploded ordnance are still causing harm to people 80 years
after the war.
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